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through want of time, partly through forgetfoln . 


arc now inſerted in their proper places. 
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2 COoRINTHIANS, vi. 3. 


Giving no Hence in any thing, that the — 1 now” : 


blamed, 2 N ; # b ** * 


sf ba H ES E words deſcribe the . Paul; 


and of Timothy, his beloved ſon in the faith; 

and are intended, not only to do juſtice to 
their character, but to preſent goſpel· miniſters, in all 
ages, a fair pattern to copy after, if they would proſper 
in their arduous work. The conduct of | theſe-excel- 
lent men was, in the main, ſo circumſpe& and exem · 
plary, that it could give no juſt cauſe of offence to 
Jews, to Gentiles, or to the churches of Chriſt. ; They 
carefully avoided whatever might increaſe the preju- 
 -dices of unbelievers againſt the goſpel, or might impair 
the reputation and ſucceſs of their miniſtry, by laying 
a ſtumbling-block, or occaſion of 4 in ated | 
brother's way, 

I intend, in diſcourſing on this palſage. fert t to er- 
plain the duty of giving no offence; then to inculcate 
upon myſelf and my brethren in the miniſtry the prac- 
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MINISTERS CAUTIONED 
tice of that duty; and, laſtly, to conclude with ſome 
practical reflections on what may be delivered. 


I. I am to Ain the hay here 1 ecommended to 
miniſters, Giving no offence. 

To preach and to act ſo as that, in fact, none 
ſhall be offended, would indeed be a hard, or rather 
impoſſible, taſk. We cannot govern the ſentiments and 
paſſions of others; ang that can never be our duty 
which is wholly out of our power. The taſtes of our 
hearers are ſo oppoſite, that what is reliſhed by one 
ſet of them will neceſſarily diſguſt another. So change- 
| 8,2 able are the humours of not a few, that what yeſter- 

day they approved, to-morrow they condemn. The 
werk and captious will cenſure our not doing what 
was either impoſſible or unfit to be done. Not viſiting 
the fick when we were altogether ignorant of their 
fickneſs; viſiting one perſon oftener than another ; 
preaching a little longer than uſual, or a little ſhorter; 
inſiſting often on ſubjects of general importance, or 
inſiſting ſeldom on ſubjects of leſs extenſive uſe; re- 
peating the ſame ſermon in different pulpits; borrow- 
ing uſeful obſervations from the compoſitions of o- 
chers; refuſing to ſpend that time in company, which 
| duty requires us to devote to our ſtudies: nay, cir» 
i cumſtances ſtill more inſignificant than theſe ; our pa- 
rentage; our wealth; our poverty; our dreſs; our 
neceſſary recreations; every thing that relates to us; 
eevery thing we ſay or do, however innocent; every 
. «#hing we omit, however needleſs, may, by one or o- 
4 ther, be found fault with. To ſuch trifles, triflers 
alone can conſtantly attend. If 2 will take of- 
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AGAINST GIVINGOFFTENCE. 3 
fence where no ſhadow of offence has been given, his 
ſoul muſt be groveling, and his time and pains poorly 
employed, who, in ſuch low inconſiderable matters, 
can entirely guard againſt it. Even truth and holineſs 
give offence, If any truth is contrary to generally - re- 
ceived opinions, many will be our enemies for telling 
them that truth. If vice is honeſtly reproved, the ob- 
ſtinate tranſgreſſor will be provoked. But if men take 
umbrage at us for doing our duty, it becomes us to of- 
fend man rather than God. When we hold on ſtea- 
dily in the paths of truth and righteouſneſs, amidſt 
theſe unjuſt reproaches, the teſtimony of God and of 
a good conſcience will afford us unſpeakable fupport 

and delight. The faithful miniſter, though reviled - 
by an ungrateful generation, as a troubler of Iſrael, 
and a turner of the world upſide down, is glorious is 
the eyes of the Lord. Though his character may, 
for a ſeaſon, be under a cloud, God will at length 
bring forth his righteouſneſs as the light, and his 
judgment as the noon-day. It is evident, therefore, 
the duty of giving no offence, only means the giving 
no juſt cauſe of offence, by doing any thing unbeco- 
ming our profeſſion as Chriſtians, or our office as mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, But it is proper to deſcend to par- 

ticulars. 


| 1. Our life and converſation ſhould be inoffenſive. 
. Our ſtation is elevated and conſpicuous, and expoſes 
us to the moſt ſtrict and critical inſpection. Many 
eyes are upon us, and the ſame allowances will not be 
made for our miſcarriages as for thoſe of others. 
Though we could ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
angels, we ſhall hardly charm our hearers into a life 
A 2 of 
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6 i636 0 CAUTIONED 
of piety, and convince them that religion is beautiful, 
unleſs we exhibit her beauties in a regular well · order - 
ed converſation. A diſſolute life cannot fail to make 
us baſe in the ſight of the people. When our prac- 
tice is manifeſtly inconſiſtent with our doctrines, the 
brighteſt parts will not protect our character, the fi- 
neſt accompliſhments will not ſcreen us from deſerved 
reproach. 1 55 | 
Nor is it enough, that we are not chargeable with 
ſcandalous wickedneſs. If we indulge ourſelves in _ 
practices of a ſuſpicious nature; venture to the utmoſt 
bounds of what is lawful; needleſsly frequent the 
company of ſcoffers at religion; or, at leaſt, ſpend 
\maore of our leiſure-hours with the gay and thoughtleſs, 
than with ſober ſerious Chriſtians; if our conduct in- 
dicates a crafty, political, intriguing ſpirit ; if we diſco- 
ver no reliſh for retirement; are often and unneceflarily 
in the tavern, ſeldom in the cloſet; and reſerve little of 
our time for reading, meditation, and prayer; if a word 
ſcarce ever drops from us in ordinary converſation, 
that can either inſtruct or edify, we tranſgreſs the pre. 
cept of giving no offence, With whatever force f 
argument, and ſeeming warmth, we, recommend from 
the pulpit heavenly-mindedneſs and devotion, humili. 
ty, ſelf-denial, weanedneſs from the world, upright- 
{| neſs and integrity, the careful improvement of time, 
and a tender circumſpect life, few who obſerve our -»_ 
behaviour will be charitable, or rather, will be blind 
enough, to fancy us in earneſt, The judicious will 
| ſhrewdly ſuſpect: that pleaſure, gain, or honour, is 
. | dearer to us than God's glory and the falvation of 
| 
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fouls, Good men will be offended; and even bad 
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men, whatever they pretend, will, in their hearts, 
deſpiſe us. We move in a more exalted ſphere than 
others; and if we would ſhine as lights of the world, 
had need to avoid every appearance of evil, and to con- 
fider well, not only what is juſt and pure, but what is 
lovely and of good report. The world expects that 
we ſhould do honour to our profeſſion, act up to the 
dignity of our character, and, with the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, magnify our office, by acquiring, cul- 
tivating, and exerciſing every accompliſhment, gift, 
and grace, that tends to promote our uſefulneſs in the 
church of Chriſt, Many things, abſtractly conſider- 
ed, may be lawful, which yet are not expedient, and 


edify not. Duty indeed ſometimes obliges us to con- 


tradict the humours of our people. But it is neither 
acting a wiſe nor a good part to contradict them for 
contradiction's fake, In matters indifferent, we ſhould 
become all things to all men, that we may gain the 
more; and deny ourſelves the uſe of our lawful liberty, 
when, by indulging it, our brother would be SR 
or offended, or made weak, 

2. We ſhould give no offence by chufing ;ojudi 
ciouſly the ſubjects of our ſermons. When we. preach 
what is the reſult of mere human reaſon, or teach 
for doctrines the commandments of men; when we 
urge uncertain ſpeculations as warmly as if ſalvation 
*. depended on the belief of them; puzzle our hearers 
with new ſchemes unſupported by ſcripture-evidence, 
or, by forced unnatural interpretations, torture the 
© inſpired writings to ſpeak our mind; when the things 
we teach, though poſſibly true in themſelves, yet are 
not important religious truths, explained and inforced 


in 
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"MINISTERS: CAUTIONED | 
in a ſeriptural ſtrain : we practically declare, by ſuch 


a conduct, that we have no high eſteem for divine 


revelation, and have forgot our commiſſion as ambaſ- 
fadors of Chriſt. It would be reckoned arrogant 
preſumption, even in the ambaſſador of an earthly 
prince, ſhould he exceed his inſtructions, and betake 
himſelf to his own ſagacity, in adjuſting the differences 
of his ſovereign with neighbouring ſtates. And can an 
ambaſſador commiſſioned by him in whom are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, be thus unfaith- 

ful, without the moſt daring and impious inſolence? 
He bids faireſt to preach with ſucceſs, who preaches 
in words, not of man's ' wiſdom, but which the Holy 


Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiri- 


tual. The bleſſed Spirit ſets his ſeal only to doctrines 
ſtamped with his own authority, and which flow from 
that ſacred fountain unſullied and pure. The goſpel, 
when mingled with human inventions, loſes much of 
its native luſtre, and, like adulterated milk, affords 
but ſcanty and unwholeſome nouriſhment. An itch 


to ſay what is curious and uncommon, is a dangerous 


turn of mind in a teacher of Chriſtianity. Common 
truths are like common bleſſings; of moſt uſe, and of 


trueſt worth : and that is the beſt ſermon which makes 
the grace of God ſweet, ſalvation through Chriſt ac- 


ceptable, fin ugly and hateful, and nN amiable to 


the ſoul. 
If they give juſt b of offence who add to the 


word of God, they do it alſo who take from it. All 
God's wongs are right, There is nothing froward 
or perverſe "in them. Every doctrine and precept is 


_y ſuited to promote God's glory and man's ſalva- 
tion, 


AGAINST GIVING OFFENCE. 4 © 
tion, and was mercifully revealed for that very pur- 


poſe. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, 


and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs. Thoſe en- 
tertain too high a conceit of their own penetration, 
and very mean ideas of the divine wiſdom, who fancy 
it dangerous to preach what the bleſſed Spirit judged 
it proper to reveal. If we would keep back from 
our people nothing profitable, we muſt endeavour 


to declare to them the whole counſel of God. Con- 


cealing any part of that form of ſound words which 
our commiſſion. directs us to publiſh, is unfaithfulneſs 
to God, and injuſtice to the ſouls of men. He,“ 
faith God, © that hath my word, let him ſpeak my 
« word faithfully ;” Jer. xxiii. 28. And again: © All 


s the words that 1 command thee to ſpeak unto 82 


« diminiſh not a word ;” Jer. xxXvi. 2. 

As wiſe and faithful ſtewards, we. muſt Wen 
whole family, and give to every one his proper por- 
tion: teaching the young and ignorant, in a plain fu - 
miliar manner, the firſt principles of the oracles of 
God; and diſpenſing ſtrong meat to them of full age, 
who, by reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerciſed to 
diſcern both good and evil. The erroneous, we muſt 


endeavour, by ſound reaſoning, to convince of their 


miſtakes. We muſt unfold the ſtrictneſs, ſpirituality, 
and extent of God's law; and diſplay the awful ſanc- 
tions that inforce it, to rouſe from their ſpiritual le- 
thargy, che ſecure and thoughtleſs, the bold and pre- 


ſumptuous, the proud and ſelf-· confident: awakened 


ſouls we muſt gently allure to Chriſt, by the ſweet 
and free invitations of the goſpel; and believers we 


muſt ' 
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muſt exhort, by a faithful diſcharge of every duty, 
to adorn the doctrine of God their "peers in all 
things. 

Perhaps it is one chief occaſion of our ring of- 
fence; by not declaring the whole counſel of God, that 
there are certain ſubjects peculiarly eaſy and agreeable - 
to us, which, on that account, we are apt to imagine 
the moſt important, and to inſiſt upon the moſt fre- 
quently. _ Lecturing uſually on large portions of ſcrip- 
ture might be ſome remedy to this evil. Occaſions »- 
would, /in that way, ſoon preſent, of explaining every 
doctrine, and inculcating every duty. Both we and 
our hearers would grow better acquainted with' the 
lively oracles, and learn to read them more profitably, 
Beſides, ſhort occaſional hints, which naturally ariſe in 
our ordinary courſe of expounding a goſpel or epiſtle, 
may fall with weight on our hearers ere they are a- 
ware, and force conviction. Whereas, when the ſub- 
ject of a ſermon is directly levelled againſt vulgar pre- 
judices or faſhionable vices, inſtantly the alarm is taken, 
and the mind ſtrengthens itſelf againſt evidence. The 
heart is a fort more eaſily taken by ſap than by ſtorm, 

But though we give hints of every truth, our ſermons 
will offend the judicious, if we inſiſt moſt frequently 
and ' earneſtly on ſubjects of leſſer importance, and 
more ſparingly and coldly on thoſe branches of Chriſti- 
anity which are moſt frequently introduced, and have 
the greateſt ſtreſs laid upon them, in the ſacred writings, 
Our great buſineſs is, to inſtruct guilty creatures how 
they may be recovered from the ruins of their apo- 
ſtaſy, ſerve God acceptably here, and enjoy him for 
ever r hereafter, It is juſtly offenſive, if we content 

ourſelves 
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ourſelves with now and then mentioning, in a flight 
and overly manner, thoſe things which affect the oy 

vitals of our common Chriſtianity, 

If Chriſt, and falvation through him, are rarely 
preached, this will be quite oppoſite to the apoſtolic 
pattern. Let it not be pleaded, That theſe doctrines 
were more neceſſary to Jews and Heathens than to 
profeſſed Chriſtians. A little obſervation may con- 
vince us, that many of our hearers are Chriſtians only 
in name, and need to be taught theſe doctrines more 
perfectly, or, at leaſt, to have deeper impreſſions of 
their truth and importance. Beſides, it was not 
barely in addrefling infidels, that the apoſtles inſiſted 
on ſuch ſubjects. They did it alſo in their epiſtles to 
the ſaints and faithful in Jeſus, who knew theſe 
things, and were eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. A 

conſiderable part of many of theſe epiſtles immediately 
relates to the peculiar doctrines of Chriſtianity, And, 
in the practical part of them, theſe peculiar doctrines 
are often urged as motives even to ſocial and relative 
duties. For inſtance, they are urged to diſſuade from 
evil-ipeaking, and to recommend meekneſs and gentle · 
neſs, Tit. iti. 2. & /eqq. and in the 8th verſe of that 
chapter, the apoſtle, after pronouncing the doctrine 
of juſtification through Chriſt a faithful ſaying, in- 
Joins Titus to affirm it conſtantly, in order to excite 
believers to carefulneſs in maintaining good works. 
But I have a ſtill higher pattern to plead: More of 
our Lord's ſermons are recorded by the beloved diſ- 
ciple than by the other evangeliſts; and of theſe the 
principal ſubjects are, the dangerous ſtate of the un- 
converted, and the nature, neceſſity, and bleſſed 

B canſequences 
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conſequences of faith in Chriſt, of union with him, 
and of the ſanctifying influences of his Spirit. The 


laſt and longeſt of theſe ſermons, though preached to 
the apoſtles only, who had long ago profeſſed their 


dependence on him as their guide to eternal life, yet 


chiefly relates to the mutual love of Chriſt and his 
people, and the ſafety and comfort that flow from 


the exerciſe of faith in him. The doctrine of Chriſt 
crucified is the inſtituted mean for producing and 
nouriſhing the divine life, and ſhould be the centre. 
of our ſermons, in reference to, and dependence up- 


on which, other ſubjects ought to be conſidered. 


The nature of true religion, as diſtinguiſhed from 
every counterfeit appearance, the genuine workings 


of it in the heart, and the fruits of it in the life, are 


ſubjects that need to be often explained and inculcated. 


— 


Scripture abounds with occaſional inſtructions on theſe 


heads: and the 119th pſalm, our Lord's ſermon on 
the mount, the epiſtle of James, and John's firſt e- 


piſtle, treat them deſignedly, and at full length. On 


the one hand, we muſt inculcate it frequently, that 


however blamelefs mens outward conduct appear, yet 
if they act barely from ſelfiſh intereſted principles, and 


have not charity, love to God, to Chriſt, and to their, 
brethren of mankind, they are nothing, have not the 


ſpirit of Chriſt in them, and are none of his: The 


end of the commandment is love, out of a pure 


heart, a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned.“ In 


other words, The end of divine revelation is not gained 
upon us, till we love our duty, ſee a beauty and ex- 


cellency in holineſs, and eſteem it our meat and drink 
to do the will of our e Father. On the other 
hand, 
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hand, we muſt remind our hearers, that where the 


tree is good, the fruit alſo will be good; and that no 


pretences to faith or love are well founded, which do 
not juſtify themſelves by a ſuitable practice. Nor muſt 


we content ourſelves with general encomiums on ho- 
lineſs and good works. It is neceflary minutely to de- 
ſcribe the various graces of the Spirit that conſtitute 
the Chriſtian temper, and the various duties we owe 
to God, our neighbours, and ourſelves. We do not 


comply with the precepts of the apoſtles, and imitate 
their example, in ſpeaking the things that become 


ſound doctrine, unleſs we inculcate upon our hearers 


the particular obligations that reſult from their dif- 


ferent ages, ſtations, and relations; Tit. ii. 1. 2, 


For vice, as well as error, is contrary to ſound doc- 
trine, according to the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed 
God; 1 Tim. i. 9, — 11, 

Further, we give offence, if we do not infiſt on 
ſubjects ſuited to the ſpiritual ſtate of our flocks, and 


to the diſpenſations of providence towards them. In 
many diſcourſes, the counſel is good, but not for the 


time. Whereas, a well-timed diſcourſe bids faireſt to 
ſtrike and edify. There is alſo a time to keep filence, 
as well as a time to ſpeak. In many caſes, we will in- 
ſtruct and admoniſh in vain, if we ſtay not till mens 
minds are calm, compoſed, and in proper temper to 
give us a fair hearing. Paul would not feed with 


| ſtrong meat thoſe who were not able to bear it. On 


ſome occaſions, an oblique hint will irritate more than 
a ſevere undiſguiſed reproof would do at another ſea- 
fon. . - 
It is pe from what has been ſaid, that this mat- 
B 2 ter 


confuſed, and indiſtindt. Men muſt have know 


whence divine knowledge, without danger of mi 
can be derived, and where it is the duty and intereſt 
of the miniſter of Chriſt, with the utmoſt diligence, 
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| give offe 
deas of the great truths of Chriſtianity are ſup« 


ere they impart it ; and there is one only ſource 
ſtake, 


to dig for it. Let the writings of philoſophers, of hi- 
ſtorians, and of politicians, be their ſtudy whoſe 
buſineſs it is to unfold the ſecrets of nature, to tranſ- 
mit to poſterity the memorable deeds of heroes, or to 
give counſel to their ſovereign in matters of ſtate. 
Theſe branches of knowledge are at beſt ornamental, 


not eſſential, to a teacher of Chriſtianity. He may in- 


nocently, nay, uſefully, amuſe himſelf with them; 
but he cannot, without ſacrilege, devote to them the 
greateſt part of his time, His office is, to make known 
to periſhing ſinners the ſublime, the affecting, the 
comforting truths of the lively oracles ; and for that 
end, attentively to read them, to meditate on them 
day and night ; and whilſt he deſpiſes not the labours 
of able and worthy men, who have endeavoured to 
illuſtrate them, to ſecure a better and more effectual 
help, by humbly and fervently imploring the Father 
of lights, to open his eyes to behold wondrous things 
out of God's word. Thus ſhall he become a ſcribe 
inſtructed into the kingdom of God, and, like unto a 


man that is an hguſeholder, bring forth out of his 


treaſures things new and old. 
3. When miniſters give no offence by the ſubjects 
of their ſermons, they may give a great deal by their 


manner of handling them, Particularly, 


When 
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When they preach not in a manner calculated to in- 
form the judgment. Men are rational creatures, and, 
if we would addreſs them as ſuch, the underſtanding 
ſhould, as the leading power, be firſt applied to. For 
this purpoſe, we muſt clearly open and explain the 
truth, confirm it by arguments level to the capacities of 
our hearers, and do all this in plain familiar language, 
which even thoſe in low life may eaſily underſtand. 

iriftianity was deſigned for the peaſant as well as the 
philoſopher. And, as the learned and wiſe make a 
{ſmall proportion of moſt congregations, to preach it 
in a way in which only they are like to be the better for 
it, is highly offenſive. Philoſophy, though from the 
preſs it has done religion ſubſtantial ſervice ; yet, when 
often introduced in the pulpit, generally hurts it, by 
uſurping the place of what would be more uſeful, and 
probably more acceptable too. Scholaſtical niceties, me- 
taphyſical diſtinctions, and a fine ſubtile thread of rea- 
ſoning, may indeed ſometimes be neceſſary in anſwering 
metaphyſical objections againſt religion; and therefore, 
on ſome rare occaſions, the uſe of them in the pulpit 
may be profitable. But the bulk of audiences are in- 
capable of following a long and intricate train of 
thought ; and therefore will be confounded by it, not 
inſtructed and convinced. While ſome may applaud 


ſuch ſermons as deep and rational, the more wiſe will 


deſpiſe them as idle and injudicibus. This, however, is 
no apology for any who verge to the oppoſite extreme, 

, {light order and exactneſs in their compoſitions, and, 
inſtead of keeping cloſe to a ſubject, entertain their 
hearers with confuſed incoherent diſcourſes, empty. 
+," of 
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of fentiment, but full of inſipid repetitions, and i im- 
pertinent rambling excurſions. 


I ſay nothing of thoſe, whoſe long perplexed periods, 
occaſioned by unneceſlary epithets and expletives, and 
parentheſes, and digreſſions, render their ſermons at 


once tedious and obſcure. This unhappineſs of ſtyle 


is remarkable in ſome who ftand in the firſt rank of 
genius and penetration ; who exerting thought more 
intenſely than others, had little attention to ſpare for 
expreſſion. Their fault is more voluntary, and there- 


fore more offenſive, who by a falſe affeftation of the 


elegant or the ſublime, ſoar aloft, above the compre- 


henſion of their hearers. Bombaſt deſcriptions, glit- 


tering flowers of cloquence, and luxuriant flights of 
wit, had better be left ta the heroes of romance v. Ser- 
mons compoſed in ſuch a ſtyle, may indeed entertain 


and amuſe; but they want perſpicuity, the very firſt 


and fundamental excellency of ſpeech. Even the juſt- 
eſt metaphors, when too much crouded, ener vate a diſ- 


courſe; darken, inſtead of illuſtrating, the ſenſe; and, 


to uſe the words of another, reſemble the windows in 


old cathedrals, in which the painting keeps out the 
light. I acknowledge, the beſt ſentiments, if convey- 


ed in mean and low images, and cloathed in a ruftic 


ſlovenly dreſs, provoke laughter in ſome, and occaſion 


uneaſineſs in others: but we need not run into a finical 


nicety of ſtyle, in order to avoid a ſordid negligence. 


_ ® Hervey of the church of England, and Macewen of the Seceſſion, 
are agreable writers. But to attempt their manner is dangerous, with- 
out an uncommonly lively imagination, ſolid judgment, and correct 
taſte. Luxuriancies of ſtyle, generally overlooked in original geniuſes, 
appear ridiculous in their ſervile imitators. 

Still 
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Still more offenſive than theſe, is an obſcurity af- 
fected for its own ſake, It muſt offend every honeſt, 
man, if, to conceal unpopular opinions, and to put on 
an air of orthodoxy, we uſe expreſſions which may be 
interpreted, with equal eaſe, to divers, and even con- 
trary purpoſes. Remarkable are the words of Paul, 
1 Cor, xiv. 8. 9. If the trumpet give an uncertain. 
« ſound, who ſhall prepare himſelf for the battle? So. 
« likewiſe ye, except ye utter by the tongue words eaſy 
« to be underſtood, how ſhall it be known what is ſpo- 
« ken ? for ye ſhall ſpeak to the air.” If this is a good 
argument againſt preaching in an unknown torigue, it 
is equally good againſt every thing elſe that diſguiſes, - 
inſtead of unfolding our ſentiments of Chriſtianity, The 
apoſtles uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech; and it is an a- 
poſtolical injunction, If any man ſpeak, let him. 

| « ſpeak as the oracles of God.” Let his ſtyle be plain 
and clear, like that of the ſacred writings; not dark and 
ambiguous, like the oracles of the Heathen . 
After all, informing the judgment, though the irſt 
part of our work, is far from the whole of it. Ser- 
- mons will do little ſervice, if they are not alſo calcula- 
ted to command a reverend attention, to ſtrike the 
conſcience, and to warm and affect the heart. We ſpeak 
as miniſters of God]; and therefore it becomes us to ſpeak 
with dignity and boldneſs, not fearing the face of man. 
- Favour ſhould not bribe, nor frowns nor dangers af- 
It was juſtly obſerved of the council of Trent, Noſti artificia 
horum hominum ; vix unquam aliquid aperte dicunt, vix unquam ſim- 
pliciter : et cum ceteri homines loquantur ut intelligi poſſint, iſti nihil 
magis volunt quam ne intelligantur.” Pibraci epiſtela ad Hoſpitalium, a- 


pud Courayer, in notis ad Fr. Pauli hiſt. Cone. Trid. t. 1. p. 368. edit. 
we Lond. Too many Proteſtants have imitated them in this. 


ys bu FF Jy 


fright | 
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fright us, from delivering our maſter's meſſage. 1 
mean not to vindicate pride or paſſion. A proper de- 
corum ſhould be obſerved, eſpecially in adminiſtring 
reproof. It is not fit to ſay to a king, Thou art wic- 
ked, or to princes, Ye are ungodly. Perſons in public 
characters muſt be treated with a deference ſuited to 
their ſtation; and even the meaneſt muſt not be inſult- 
ed. Courage, however, and faithfulneſs, are by no 
means inconſiſtent with meekneſs and diſcretion. And 
if the greateſt dare groſsly and openly to tranſgreſs, 
the miniſter of Chriſt ſhould dare to reprove. 

| Befides the meanneſs of ſome, in conniving at 

faſhionable vices, there are others, whoſe thoughtleſs 
unconcerned geſture and pronunciation greatly diminiſh 
the dignity of their pulpit-performances, and make 
them received with indifference, perhaps indignation, 
inſtead of reſpect. A light and merry air, an antic 
jovial carriage, in executing the weighty commiſſion with 
which God has intruſted us, is contrary to the rules of 
decency, and cannot fail to prejudice the hearers. It 
is impoſſible to be too grave and ſerious in addreſſes, on 
the ſucceſs of which the happineſs of immortal ſouls in 


ſo great a meaſure depends. 

But though our language is plain and elegant, our 
method accurate, and our manner grave and ſolemn; 
yet, if our difcourſes are flat and lifeleſs, they will ſel- 
dom warm the heart, Mr Melmoth has obſerved, 
that in Archbiſhop Tillotion's ſermons, a pathetic ani- 
mated addreſs is often wanring, even on occaſions 
when naturally we would have expected moſt of it, 
Abundance. of ſpirit, however, appears in ſome of his 


9 8 eſpecially in expoſing the abſurdities and 
impieties 
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impieties of the church of Rome, And it might have 
been remarked with equal juſtice, that numerous vo- 
lumes of ſermons  publiſticd ; in England ſince that time, 
while inferior to the Archbiſhop's in many genuine 
| beauties of ſtyle, reſemble them only in that languid 
manner of which Melmoth complains. Alas! my 
brethren, dull and pointleſs arrows are ill ſyited to pierce 
the conſcience” uf hardened ſinners. Soft arid drowſy 
harangues, inſtead of rouſing a ſecure generation; will 
rather increaſe their ſpiritual lethargy ; and a cold 
preacher will ſoon have a cold auditory, Jeſus has in- 
truſted us with the concerns of his people, a people 
dearly bought; atid greatly beloved ; we have to do 
with ſouls, that muſt be happy or miſerabie for ever; 
we addreſs them, in the name of God, upon matters 
of infinite importance: and is it not an indignity to 
him whoſe ambaſſadors we are, to execute our com- 
miſſion coolly; and as if half aſleep? Will it not tempt 
others to flight our meſſage, if, by the manner or deli- 
vering it, we appear to flight it ourſelves? When 
dur own hearts are moſt impreſſed with the ineſti- 
mable worth of immortal ſouls; when out of the a- 
bundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh; when our 
ſentiments, ſtyle, voice, and ' geſture, diſcover how 
much we are in earneſt; then we are moſt likely to 
touch the hearts of our preg and m them feel 
the force of what we ſay. | 

I have ſaid ſo much upon preaching, as dere are 
more directions and exhortations in ſcripture with re- 
lation to it than with relation to any other branch of 
our office, I muſt barely hint the remaining particu- 
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lars, leſt I incroach too far on your time and r. 


tience. | 


4. We may give e not only by an improper 
manner of preaching, but by a neglect or undue per- 
formance of the other public offices of our ſtation. | 

In leading the devotions of the church, we give of- 
fence, when either the matter, expreſſion, or manner, 
is unſuitable; when we are long and tedious ; mingle 
our own paſſions and prejudices with our addrefles to 
God; introduce diſputable matters, in which many 
fincere Chriſtians cannot join with us; when we adapt 
not our prayers to the particular cixcumſtances and 
neceſſities of our people; hurry them over careleſaly; 
difcover no becoming ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity of 
ſpirit, no realizing ſenſe of the value of the bleſſings 
for which we plead; and when we ſeem to forget that 
Jeſus is the way, the truth, and the life, through 
whom alone our guilty race can obtain accels to God, 
and acceptance with him. 

It is juſt caufe of offence, and, did vital piety flouriſh, 
would be offenſive to our people, that the Lord's ſupper is 
ſo ſeldom diſpenſed. And as our manner of diſpenſing 
that ordinance is one chief hindrance of its frequency, it 
is worthy our inquiry, how far that alſo is blameable. 
Undoubtedly we give offence, if, for trifling unwar- 


rantable cauſes, we put off adminiſtrating it; or if we 


nſurp the prerogative of Chriſt, as ſole lawgiver of 
the church, by making the terms of Chriſtian commu- 
nion either wider or narrower than he has made them. 
And this leads me to obſerve, .that as the diſcipline 
of the church is in part committed to us, we give of- 
fence if we exercife it with reſpect of perſons ; and, 
through 
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through a miſtaken tenderneſs for any, or a fear of in- 
curring their diſpleaſure, allow them to live without due 
cenſure, in the open practice of ſcandalous crimes, in- 
ſtead of rebuking them with authority, that others alſo 
may fear, At the ſame time, we give offence, if we 
claim a right to judge them that are without. It is an 
offence againſt common ſenſe, to expel men from a 
ſociety to which they never ſeemed to belong, and to 
debar them from privileges, to which they never had, 
or pretended to have, any title, 

Probably ſome or other might be offended, and 
None ww edified, ſhould I fay much on our con- 
duct in judicatures. Of this ſubje&t much has been 
ſaid from the pulpit, and, on occaſions too, where no 
Purpoſe of edification could be gained by ſaying any 
thing, This much, however, may, I hope, be ſaid, 
without impropriety, on ſuch an occaſion : To act a 
juggling unſteady part, and, from connections of: any 
kind, to vary from our profeſſed principles; to ſneak, + 
and cringe, and proſtitute our conſciences, either to 
the humours of the great, or to the prejudices of the 
populace; to behave with inſolence to men our ſupe- 
riors in age and experience; to liſten with avidity to 
one fide of a queſtion, while we deny a fair and full 
hearing to the other; to ſilence ſober reaſoning 
raillery, by dark malicious innuendoes, by bitter ſatirical 
invectives, or by noiſy cries for 2 vote; to treat one 
another with harſhneſs and ſeverity for 'different ſenti- 
ments and different conduct in matters of doubtful 
diſputation, cannot fail to offend every cool and im- 
partial obſerver. Nor can it, I think, be diſputed, 
that * give offence, if we examine ſlightly the opi- 

C 2 nions, 


mend to important offices; and ſolemnly atteſt, that 
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nions, diſpoſitions, and abilities of thoſe ve recome 


men have qualifications, which either we know that 
they want, or at leaſt know not that they have, 
In ordaining to the miniſtry, we act in the name of 


Chriſt; and therefore give offence if we at againſt his 


authority, ar without it. Genius, learning, prudence, apt- 
neſs to teach, are all neceſſary parts of furniture for a 


miniſter ; and, in ordinary caſes, without ſame meaſure 


of then, none ought to be ſet apart to that honour- 
able ſervice. But the moſt eminent gifts and abilities, 
when grace does not direct the proper uſe of them, 
may too probably qualify men to be plagues inſtead 


of bleſſings to the church of God, Jeſus would nat 


commit his ſheep to Peter, till he had anſwered ſatis- 


fyingly the queſtion, ** Loveſt thou me? He who 


knows all things, knew the love of his diſciple; and 
therefore thus inquired, chiefly for our ſakes, that in 
committing to others the miniſtry of reconciliation, we 
ſhould follow his ſteps, They who have ſeen Chriſt's 
beauty, taſted his love, and felt the pleaſures and ad- 
vantages of religion, are peculiarly qualified, by this 


their Chriſtian experience, to recommend them to o- 
thers with dignity and freedom, Singular activity is 


' requiſite in the many labours, and fingular fortitude 


and firmneſs of mind in the many difficulties and af- 
flictions to which faithful miniſters are expoſed. Now, 
love, and love alone, will reconcile to theſe ; nay, 


render them a delight. Untender, therefore, and 


unkind, we are to the feeble flock of Chriſt, if we 
commit them to men who, for aught we know or 
care, bear them no affeQtiop ; ; and probably, inſtead. of 

| | feeding 
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feeding and defending them, may poiſon them, or 
expoſe them to-be devoured. None will preſume' thus 
to plead before Chriſt in the great day of account: 
* Tt is true, we intruſted ſouls, dear in thy fight, and 
* for whom thou didſt ſhed thy precious blood, to one 
* whoſe conduct ſeemed to diſcover, that his natural - 
«© enmity. to thee remained unſubdued. But he was 
1 an agreeable companion, a man of ſtrong natural 
* powers, and an accomplithed orator,” If ſuch a 
plea would be abſurd, muſt not that conduct be abſurtil 
which requires it? We are not indeed to ſeek, for we 
cannot obtain, an abſolute certainty that thoſe we or- 
dain are lovers of Jeſus. It is God's . prerogative to 
ſearch the heart; and the judgment we form, on the 
moſt probable evidence, may prove wrong. But it is 
enough to warrant our act, if there is a profeſſion of 
real religion, and an outward conduct in ſome mea- 
ſure agreeable to that profeſſion: and, without doubt, 
different ſentiments of a candidate, and different op- 
portunities of knowing him thoroughly, may juſtify 
ſome in bearing a part in his ordination, when it would 
be in others preſumptuous wickedneſs. There is one 
thing more 1n our ordinations, ' which, I think, merits 
Hour ſerious attention; and that is, the ſolemnly giving 
to one, in the name of Jeſus, the charge of a congre· 
gation unwilling to fubmit to him, and among whom 
chere is no probability of his uſefulneſs *. Upon what 
principles this can be vindicated, I am yet to learn. 


The 


The 20 of Paſſius, canon of Valentia, out - ran his knowledge, 
when he maintained in the council of Trent, That it was a deviliſh 
peltilent invention of late heretics, deſtructive of faith and of the 
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Ihe ſtate muſt no doubt determine what ſhall be the 
1 eſtabliſhed religion, and who ſhall be intitled to the 

| legal benefice for teaching it: but no government 
4 ought, and our government does not attempt, to im - 
| poſe upon any, either a religion or an inſtructor in re- 

| - 'ligien; It is ill more difficult to conceive, why 4 

conſcientious ſcruple to bear a part in an ordination, 

the form of which ſeems to aflert a falſehood, ſhould 
exclude a man, otherwiſe qualified, from ſerving God 
4 in the goſpel of his Son. I have ſeen no act of parli - 
13 ment, or conſtitution of the church of Scotland, that 
| injoins this. Sure I am, it is not _— by 
forbearance and love. 2 

5. We give offence, by the neglect or n . 
= mee of the more private duties of our calling. 
| If we pay no regard to the ſouls of our charge, un- 
les in the pulpit, and immediate preparation for it; 
N 4 if we ſeem indifferent how we ſtand in the eſteem and 

| affection of our people, or what is the ſucceſs of our 
| labours; if we uſe not every proper method for con- 
4 veying and cheriſhing religious impreſſions, for pre- 
1 venting backſlidings, and for recovering thoſe that 
have fallen, from their ſpiritual decays; if we neglect 
to warn the unruly, to comfort chem that mourn, to 


dh of - God, to aſcribe to any Mains of right the voice or conſent 

| allowed the people in the choice of their paſtors; which was a mere 
1 favour, revocable at pleaſuge. Yet. he certainly argued conſiſtently, in 

| 1 infiſting, that thoſe paſſages ſhould be expunged from the pontifical, 

+ which ſeem to ſuppoſe ſuch conſent neceſſary; particularly where the 

WW] biſhop ſays, in ordaining a preſbyter, Non fruſtra a patribus inſti- 

1 1 tutum, ut de electione eorum qui ad regimen altaris adhibendi 

1 « font, eonſulatur et populus; quia neceſſe eſt, ut facilius ei quis o- 

1770 * „ eee 
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viſit the afflicted; and to catechize the young and igno- 
rant, when we have any probable proſpect that theſe: 
ſervices. may. be uſeful; or if we manage our viſits to- 
the fick ſo uncautiouſly, that byſtanders are encouraged 
to put off thoughts of repentance to their laſt mo- 
ments, and thereby fuſtain a hurt which any good 


done to the dying will ſeldom balance; we greatly fail 


of our duty, and are guilty of giving offence. 


u. I now- proceed briefly to infdecd the exhortation 
of giving no offence. 

The text itſelf ſuggeſts a powerful argument: If we 
give offence, the miniſtry, will be blamed. The people 
of God will juſtly be angry with us, and condemn our 
faulty conduct. Nay, poſhbly, all our future mini- 
ſtrations will, in their eyes, become hateful or con- 
temptible ; and thus a fair proſpect of uſefulneſs be un- 
happily blaſted. ' Though a man could ſpeak like an 
oracle, little regard will be- paid to what he ſays when 
his credit is funk, 

Nor is this the worſt: the ungodly . not 
their cenſures to the weak or worthleſs miniſter ; but, 
as though one clergyman ſtood repreſentative of all, 


take occaſion, from his licentiouſneſs or imprudence, 


to traduce miniſters in general as fools or knaves. In 


every place there are ſubtle emiſſaries of Satan, who . 
" inceflantly; watch for our halting; and take a handle, 


from the leaſt miſbehaviour of which we are guilty, 


to reflect on the moſt innocent of our brethren. The 
enemies of Jeſus are fond of every thing that can ex- 


poſe our order: and if our conduct is profligate, or 
our pulpit-compoſitions deſpicable, that affords. them 
| 5 the 
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the wiſhed-for pretext to gratify their malice. ' The 


cry is, They are all alike. Nay, it is well if the ſa⸗ 


cred office itſelf be not aſperſed, and the wiſdom 
of God who inſtituted it arraigned. Thus, when we 
depart out of the way, it cauſes many to ſtumble at 
the law, and to abhor the offering of the Lord. Je- 
ſus himſelf is crucified afreſh; and his holy religion 
reproached through our faults, unjuſtly imputed to 
them. We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt; and by our 
ill management of that truſt, diſgrace is reflected on 
him in whoſe name we act, the cauſe of God ſuffers, 
the hearts of the godly are grieved, the wicked are 
hardened in their wickedneſs, and precious ſouls eter- 
nally periſh, Wo to the world becauſe of offences; 
It muſt needs be that offences come; but wo ts the 
man, double wo to the miniſter, by whom they come: 
it were better for him that a milſtone were” hanged a- 
bout his neck, and he caſt into the depths of the ſea, 
Though his heavenly Maſter, who inveſted him with ſo 
honourable an office, is preſent, and obſerves his con- 
duct, he dares to be indolent in his ſervice, and baſely 
to betray his intereſt, He ſcruples not the moſt direct 
and horrible perjury, by violating the ſolemn engage-' 


— 


+» 


ments he came under, to take heed to the flock of 


which he was. ordained- an overſeer. He feels no re- 
morſe for offending the Sovereign of Zion, by a ne- 
glect of duty, and a breach of truſt, which, in his own 
ſervant, or in the ſervant of an earthly ſovereign, 
would have appeared to him infamous and deteſtable. 

But poſſibly, when death is about to ſeal the eyes of 
his body, the eyes of his ſoul may be opened to per- 


ceive things as they really are. After having ſpent his 
| | life 


} 


= 
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life in doing the work of the Lord deceitfully, and 
purſuing the honours, riches, and pleaſures of this 
world, not the glory of God, and the ſalvation of 
| ſouls, methinks I ſee him receive the awful ſummons, 
Give an account of thy ſtewardſhip, for thou muſt be 
no longer ſteward. He feels himſelf about to be drag- 
ged to a ftate of mifery, eternal and intolerable; 
Conſcience awakes from its fatal ſlumber, and by the 
moſt cruel and unſupportable reproaches, avenges his 
contempt of its old and Jong-forgotten remonſtrances. 
His wonted arts of ſtilling this inward tormentor, now 
loſe their power. Fearfulneſs and trembling come up- 
on him, and horror overwhelms him. Hell is as na- 
ked before him, and deſtruction without a covering. 
And God, juſtly provoked, laughs at his calamity, 
and mocks when his fear cometh. Let, poſſibly, an- 
other, equally unfaithful, may have no bonds in his 
death, and leave this world as he lived in it, thought - 
leſs of God and duty, and regardleſs of eternity. But 
if dying does not, ſurely death ſhall put an end to his 
peace. See him appearing before the tribunal of _ 
no inexorable judge. Behold his countenance chan- 
ged; his thoughts troubling him, the joints of his 
loins looſed, and his knees {miting one againſt another; 
when, lo! a voice more dreadful than thunder thus 
accoſts him: Wicked and ſlothful ſervant, what 
- 4 hadſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 
| « ſhouldſt 'take my covenant in thy mouth; ſeeing 
e thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my words be- 
« hind thee?” Mark a numerous flock ruined by his 
negligence or bad example. Liſten to them calling for 
vengeance. 'The cry of their blood enters into the cars 
D of 
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{4 of the Lord of Sabaoth ; and the irreverſible doom'is 
mW pronounced, Take him, bind him hand and foot, 
« caſt him into utter darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping, 
„ and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.“ FR 
Turn away from this ſhocking ſcene, and obſerve 
on the right hand of the Son of man a faithful paſtor; 
Poſſibly his dying words were words of triumph and 
tranſport : © This is my rejoicing, the teſtimony of 
« my conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity; 
| « not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
| % have had my converſation in the world. I have 
| « fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
4 % have kept the faith, Heneeforth is laid up for 
by | me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
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“ righteous judge, ſhall give me at that day: and not 
* to me only, but to all them alſo that love his ap- 
* pearing.” But with what ſuperior joy does he lift 
up his head, when he reſts from his labours, when his 
warfare is accomplifhed, and the day of his complete 
redemption dawns! He walked with God in peace 
and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity. 
Theſe he now preſents to the Great Shepherd of the + , 
ſheep, ſaying, © Behold me, and the children thou haſt | 
« given me.” He is their rejoicing, and they alſo are 
his rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jeſus. Joyful to 
both was the ſound of the goſpel :: but more joyful, 
now, is the final ſentence, «© Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant; thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
* enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

If, therefore, we have any zeal for the glory of 
God, if any regard for the intereſt of the Redeemer's 

| kingdom, 
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kingdom, if any tender concern for the ſalvation of 
our hearers, and if, in the great day of the Lord, we 
would not be found among them that offend, and work 
miquity, and after having prophefied in Chriſt's name, 
hear him pronounce againſt us the dreadful ſentence, 
< Depart from me; I know you not.” Let us take 
heed to ourſelves, and to our doctrine, - and walk cir- 

cumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe; giving no offence 
m any Wy that the miniſtopabs not blamed, 
"Up 0 | 

Ir i is now. time to haſten to a concluſion. If it is our 
duty to give no offence, how difficult then is our of- 
fice! what ſuperior accompliſhments, natural and 
acquired, what exalted improvements in vital piety, 
what continual aids of the Holy Spirit, are requiſite 
to preſerve from giving offence in any thing, men ex- 
poſed to ſuch a variety. of temptations and ſnares ! 
The beſt of us have cauſe, with grief and ſelf-abaſe- 
ment, to acknowledge, that in many things we daily 
offend. . Let us not, however, fink into ſlothfulneſs 
and deſpair. .| God's grace will be ſufficient for us, if 
we humbly implore it, and he will perfect ſtrength in 
our weakneſs. Say not, O humble ſervant of Chriſt, | 
I am a child; for thou ſhalt go to. all that God ſhall 
ſend thee; and whatſoever he commandeth thee, thou 

ſhalt ſpeak. What he has done for many others, may 
: greatly encourage our prayers and endeavours. We 
have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us, 


what burning and ſhining lights have gone before us 
in the work of the Lord. We have heard of their ho- 
ly exemplary lives; their ſtrict diſcipline, both in their 
own families and in the church of God; the gravity, 

3. nay, 
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nay, dignity, of their appearance; their animated pe- 
netrating ſermons, and their edifying manner in fami- 
ar diſcourſe. May a double portion of their excel - 
lent ſpirit reſt upon us who come after them! And 
when, from time to time, our fathers are ſtripped of 
their prieſtly robes, may the ſons of the prophets who 
ſtand up in their room, even exceed them in know- 
ledge of divine things, in piety, in wiſdom, in dili- 
gence, in ſucceſs ! thagg thus our holy religion may de- 
ſcend uncorrupted to diſtant ages, and the people 
which ſhall be created may praiſe the Lord. 111 
I have been exhorting myſelf and my Reverend fa- 
thers and brethren, not to give offence. It is equally 
neceſſary to exhort you, our hearers, not to be haſty 
in taking it. Be tender, my friends, of our reputa- 
tion. If any thing is inſinuated to our diſadvantage, 
be not raſh and eaſy in believing it. If che charge is 
not ſupported by ſufficient evidence, regard it not. 
Againſt an elder receive not an accuſation under two 
or three witneſſes, By wounding our good name, 
you. render our miniſtry deſpicable and unſucceſsful ; 
than which nothing can be more. pleaſing to Satan, or 
hurtful to your own eternal intereſts. . Judge not our 
cauſe, till you have given it a fair impartial hearing. 
Paſs no ſentence againſt us, till you know we have 
done what is alledged, and till you alſo know we had 
no good reaſon for doing i it. And ſince God inſtructs 
you by men of like paſſions and infirmities with your- 
ſelves, ' expect not from them angelical perfection. 
Make candid allowances for thoſe errors and frailties 
that are incident to the wiſeſt and beſt of men. Throw 
over them the. veil of charity. Do not form a judg- 


ment 
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” ſhall be cut off that watch for iniquity; that make a 
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ment of our general character from one unguarded 
word or action. God hath threatened, that thoſe 


man an offender for a word, and lay a ſnare for him 
that reproveth in the gate. Lou expect we ſhould 
give no offence by the neglect of our duty: we, with 
the ſame juſtice, expect, that you ſhould give no 
offence by the neglect of yours; and offence you 


give us, if you do not attend our miniſterial inſtruc- 


tions, implore the bleſſing of God upon them, and ac · 
tually improve by them. If many profeſſed Chriſtians 
ſpent not more time in cenſuring miniſters than in 
praying for chem, the miniſtry in this land would be 
leſs blamed than it is at preſent, and probably leſs 
blame worthy too. Mean time, what is amiſs in our 
conduct, will be no excuſe for deſpiſing the meſſage we: 


T | bring in the name e f e 
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tence and unbelief. 

If an inoffenſive miniſtry is thus fig hawk; 
careful ſhould patrons be to preſent, and pariſhes ſtill: 
enjoying the important privilege of election, to call 
none to the paſtoral office, who may be in danger of 
giving offence by their weak abilities, unſound principles, 
or diſſolute lives l And how fooliſh and criminal a 
part do candidates act, who haſtily ruſh into the ſacred 
function, ere they have laid in the neceſſary furniture 
for diſcharging it honourably ! Is there not cauſe to 
fear, that not their character only, but religion in ge- 
neral, may ſuffer for the reproach of their youth? 

Upon the whole, would we give no offence as Men, 


as Chriſtians, as Miniſters of Chriſt ? let us ſearch out 


the fins and infirmities to — we are chiefly liable, 
that 
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that we may guard againſt theſe with peculiar care. In 
order to diſcover our weak ſide, let us duly regard the 
opinion others entertain of us. Let us not interpret 
friendly admonition as a diſparagement and affront, but 
thankfully receive it, as a mark of unfeigned affection. 
Say, with David, Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall 
de a kindnefs ; and let him reprove me, it ſhall be as 
excellent oil which ſhall not break: my head,” We 
are often blind to our own failings 3 and happy are 
we, if we can engage ſome wiſe and good man, who 
tenderly regards our wellfare, to point them out. But 
if we find none thus faithful and honeſt, let us wiſely 
improve the accuſations of enemies, and learn from 
them thoſe blemiſhes and defects, to which, without the 
help of ſuch i ill-natured. Rn we erbe, . re- 
mained ſtrangers. Perch 
May we all, lebt in publie e or ne alen be 
blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God without re- 
buke, ſhining as lights in the world, maintaining always 
conſciences void of offence towards God and towards 
man. And may the Lord our God be with us, as he 
was with our fathers. Let him not leave us nor for- 
ſake us, that he may incline our hearts unto him, to 
walk in all his js and to o keep his hay: command. 
ments for rver. ** Wi KS 
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be anda me having been firſt aa 
at an ordination, the charges then delivered to the mi- 
niſter and RO are here ſubjoined. ] | 
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Hough giving the uſual charge would have better 
become one or other of our venerable fathers, yet, 
fince the place where I ſtand requires it, ſuffer me, Re- 
verend Sir, to be your monitor. Providence has called 
you to an honourable, but at the ſame time a difficult 
office, Gifts are neceflary to capacitate you for it; 
grace, to animate you to diſcharge it faithfully. A ſmall 
meaſure of gifts, and low attainments in grace, will 
poorly anſwer theſe important purpoſes. If you would 
be a veſſel unto honour, ſanctified and meet for the 
maſter's uſe, and prepared unto every good work, co- 
vet earneſtly the beſt gifts; the gift of knowledge, the 
gift of utterance, the gift of prudence. Lift up your 
heart to the Father of lights, in humble fervent ſuppli- 
cation, that he would plentifully pour out upon you 
theſe, and every other good and perfect gift: and as 
they are not now imparted miraculoufly, but acquired 
through the blefling of God on the uſe of means, join | 
to your prayers, diligent application to ſtudy. Medi- 
tate on divine things, give thyſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear unto all. Thoſe of the moſt 
extenſive knowledge, know only in part, and need to 


| learn the way of God more perfectly. Give attendance 


to reading. Make a wiſe choice of the books you 
read: 
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read. Study thoſe moſt which moſt tend to increaſe in 
you the diſpoſitions and abilities proper for your office. 
There is one book, or rather collection of books, 
which, without an appearance of arrogance, I may 
venture to recommend, as of all others the beſt; I 


need not ſay, I mean the Bible. Make that your chief 


ſtudy ; for, if rightly underſtood, and improved, it is 
able to make the man of God perfect, thoroughly fur- 
aiſhed unto every good word and work. Apollos's 
character, was, © an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
„ ſcriptures :” It were to be wiſhed, that both branch- 
es of the character were found in every miniſter ; yet 
the laſt is by much the moſt valuable. If we are well 
acquainted with the doctrines. of the goſpel,” and the 
arguments that ſupport them ; and underſtand the du- 


ties of the Chriſtian lite, the motives that inforce them, 


the hindrances of their practice, and the beſt methods 


af removing theſe hindrances; we may, by manifeſta- 
tion of the truth, commend ourſelves to mens con- 


ſciences in the ſight of God; though to thoſe who are 
enamoured with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, 
and who regard ſound and ſhow more than ſubſtance, 
our bodily preſence may. appear weak, and our n 


contemptible. 


Be equally diligent to improve in every holy diſpo- 
ſition. Your public work will be much affected by the 


frame of your ſpirit. If you decline in religion, 
your flock will fare the worſe: but the better Chriſtian 
you are, the more uſeful miniſter you are like to be. 
Seek, therefore, above all things, to grow in grace; j 
eſpecially in that excellent grace of love, love to God, 
love to Chriſt, and love to precious ſouls. For this 
purpoſe 
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purpoſe live a life of faith on the Son of God. Abide 
in him, and conſtantly depend upon him for all need» 
ful ſupplies of divine influence. Then will you feel 
your maſter's work a delight, not a burden, and will vi- 
gorouſly exert your abillties for the glory of God, and 
the welfare of man. Tour ſermons will be ſerious, 
your prayers fervent, your private converſation will 
naturally turn to ſubjects good for the uſe of edifying, 
and ydur life, as well as doctrine, will point out the 
path to the heavenly manſions. | 

With pure and upright intentions, dedicate yourſelf 
to the ſervice of God in the goſpel of his Son. Take 
the overſight of the flock, not by conſtraint, but wil- 
lingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. To 

uſe the words of another on a like occaſion; „Nou 
* had better be the offscouring of all fleſh, than preach 
te to gain the vain applauſe of your fellow-worms. 
« You had better beg your bread, than enter upon 
«. the miniſtry as a trade to live by. However thoſe | 
« may live, who act from no higher principle, it will 
& be dreadful dying for them, and more dreadful ap- 
+ *© pearing before their judge.“ Expect, therefore, 
your reward from God only, Refolve, in divine 
ſtrength, at no time to uſe flattering words or a cloak 
of covetouſneſs, neither of man to ſeek glory; but e- 


a id 
® Prefident Burr's ſermon at Boſtwic's ordination, p. 31. Mr Bolt- 
wie, in a ſermon before the ſynod of New-York, May 2768, printei 
at Philadelphia, and fince reprinted at London, has juſtly deſcribed. 
the influence of ſelſiſhneſi in perverting a goſpel-miniſtry. The late 
Principal Gowdie intended to republiſh it here; and good judges, 
both of the church of England, the church o& Stand, and the Seceſ- 
fion, wiſh it were more known among us. | 1 
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ver to ſpeak Fg not as mar hu Gag, 
which:trieth the heart. 
Be diligent and faithful in che adlunl See 
your office. Take heed to the miniſtry chou baſt re- 
ceived of the Lord, that thou fulfil it. The longeſt 
life quickly haſtens to a period; your time for ſervice 
ſwiftly flies away, and will ſoon be irrecoverably paſt 
and gone; work, therefore, the work of him that 
ſent you While it is day. The. night cometh, when no 
man can work. Make full proof of thy miniſtry. 
Think not that performing one branch of duty will at- 
one for neglecting another; but, in ſo far SF 
and ſtrength permit, attend POR; n. in i 5 BF” | 
per ſeaſon. 2 
| Allot the greateſt ———_ py Your. time .to, thoſe 
parts of your work, public or private, that are. moſteflen- 
tial and important. Preach the word, reproye, rebuke, 
exbort, with all long-ſuffering. | Study your ſermons 
well, and beware of offering to God and his people 
chat which colts you nothing. Endeavour to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the circumſtanęes and, diſpaſi- 
tions of your bearers, their prejudices againſt religion, 
and the rocks on which their ſouls are in not hazard 
def being, ſhipwrecked. Suit, your  diſcquzſes,1o,thejr 
various. neceſſities. Study to, thow thyſelf. approyed 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be aſha- 
med, rightly | dividing the. word of truth. Seek out 
and ſet in order acceptable words; and when about to 
4 Prepare for the pulpit, beg the direction of the Spirit 
in chuſing a ſubject, his, _afliſtance. i in compoſing. ad 
delivering your ſermon, and his bleſſing to render it 
effectual. Arrows thus fetched from heaven bid faireſt 
af 4 | —_ 
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co reach the aut pa. n and w pierce their 


hearts. 


Take heed to yourſelf as vel ag to your doctrine. | 


Eet your life teſtify, that you believe what you preach. 

Be wiſe as a ſerpent, harmleſs as a dove. Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation. Fly youthful 
luſts: but be a pattern to believers, in words, in con- 


verſation, in charity, in in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 
Win the affection of · all, by an obliging courteous be- 
haviour; and by preſerving a ſuitable dignity of cha- 

racter, ſecure their eſteem. An affable condeſcending 


manner has often recommended a bad cauſe; .and 
ſourneſs and ill-nature have raiſed unconquerable pre- 
judices againſt many a good one. The wrath of man 
worketh not the righteouſneſs of God, The ſervant 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to all map 
patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them 


ſelves, if God, peradventure, will give them a | 
ance to the acknowledgment of the truth. But 


though meekneſs ſhould temper your zeal, remember 


that zeal in return ſhould enliven your meekneſs. You 


enter on the miniſtry in a day in which iniquity a» 
bounds, and the love of many waxes. cold. 'The pecu- 
liar doctrines of Chriſtianity are run down and oppo- 
ſed, and a tender circumſpect behaviour ridiculed, by 
many who value themſelves as ſtandards of genius or 
politeneſs. In ſuch a day, exert your courage to ſtem 
that torrent of infidelity and vice, which / threatens to 


break in upon us, and deſtroy every thing valuable. 
Contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints. Be not aſhamed of Chriſt's words and ways in 
an adulterous and perverſe generation; leſt che Son of 

E 2 | man 
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man be aſhamed of you, when he cometh in the glory 


of his Father, with the holy angels. 
Theſe things, my dear brother, are no eaſy taſk, 
I hope you have often counted the coſt, and with deep 
concern lamented your inſufficiency, But know, for 
your encouragement, through Chriſt ſtrengthening 
you, you may do all things. He hath faid to his mi- 
niſters, Lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the world.” And faithful is he who bath pro- 
miſed, who alſo will do it. > 4 
If your labours ſhould not be crowned with the de- 
fired ſucces, be not weary in well doing; for in due 
ſeaſon you ſhall reap if you faint not. Though Iſrael 
Mould not be gathered, yet, if faithful in your work, 
you ſhall receive a glorious recompenſe. Beſides, ſuc- 
ceſs may come when you expect it leaſt. Be inſtant, - 
therefore, in ſeaſon, and out af ſeafan. He that obſer- 
veth the wind ſhall not ſaw, and he that regardeth the 
clouds ſhall not reap. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, 
and in the evening with-hold nor thine hand : for thou 
knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, either this or that, 
or whether they both ſhall be alike good, 
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as ball now mad with a ſhort addreſs to the peo- 


ple of this congregation. 
Be thankful, my brethren, For a eee 


8 h ket the infidel and profane account it a burden, not a 
| bleſſing to ſociety : but do you admire the goodneſs of 
God in an inſtitution ſo wiſely calculated to promote 
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your beſt intereſts. . Was it not for public teaching, 
ignorafice and vice would ſoon grow to ſo prodigious 
a height, that not even the form of religion would re · 
main. — Receive with becoming affection him who is 
this day. ordained your paſtor. Conſider the dignity of 
the office with which he is inveſted, and entertain him 
with ſuitable reſpect. Miniſters are men of God; 
they miniſter in his name, and by his appointment: 
ſee, then, that your paſtor be with you without fear; 

> & becauſe he worketh the work of the Lord. Eſteem 
him highly in love for his work's ſake. Miniſters 

would labour with better ſucceſs, if they lived more in 

the hearts of their people. Add not, therefore, to 

your paſtor's difficulties, by an undutiful carriage. Ra» 

ther affiſt and ſtrengthen him to bear up under them. 

Put the beſt conſtruction on his words and actions, 

which they can poſſibly bear; and treat him not rudely; 
and vent not your ſpleen againſt him, though in his 
doctrine or life, leſſer blemiſhes ſhould appear. 


Curb 
ſuch an inſolent intemperate zeal, by reflecting on the 
apoſtle's direction: Rebuke not an elder, but in- 


treat him as a father.” mm 
4 miniſters, and injuries done _—_ Chriſt 
as done to himſelf. . 

Forſake not the aſſembling of 3 Mi 
as the manner of ſome is. Withdraw not from ordi- 
>|  nances diſpenſed by your paſtor, though his ſentiments 
in leſſer matters ſhould differ from yours. I ſay, in leſſer 
matters: for if an angel may be lawfully accurſed, 
ſurely a miniſter may be lawfully deſerted, who preach · 
es another goſpel, who lays another foundation for te 
hopes of guilty ſinners, than God hath laid. But bring 
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nbtaganit Him ufuſtiy {6 heavy a charge! Remems 
Ber, I this imperfecx ſtate, leffer miſtakes ate unavoid- 
able,” and win not vindieate your ſeparating from Him. 
And where à eaſe is'ndt extFerticly dear,” you owe co 
fiderable defererice to His judgment, as he has greater 
leiſure than moſt of you for ſtudying, and greater advan- 
tages for underſtanding the ſacred oracles. Let there - 
fore your” paſtor evel find you humble and reachable; 
fwift to Hear, ſlow to ſpeak, flow to wrath.” Come not 
to church with a captious quarrelſome diſpoſition. With 
what Heart can miniſters preach; when hearers are ſtill 
upon the catch; eager to pick up ſomething with which 
to find” fault? Act a worthier part: laying afide all 
malice, and guile, and hypocriſy,” and envying, and e- 
vilSpeakins;' hearken with meekneſs to that ingrafted 
Word which is able to ſave your fouls: like che noble 
Bereatis, receive the inſtructions of your teacher with 
Mreadinefs of mind; not yielding them, however, an 
implicit faith, but ſearching the ſcriptures daily, whe- 
cher theſe things are ſo. In ſo far as they ſtand the teſt 
of that infallible touchſtone, regard them not as the 
word of man, but as they are in truth, the word of 
the Hing God. 

See that you reject not Chriſt, W by his miniſters | 
ke ſpeaketh to you from heaven,” When he calls, do 
not efuſe ; when he ſtrẽtcheth forth his hand; do not 
diſregard it. Be dotrs of the word; and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own fouls, © Wulle you have the 
lehr, walk” in the light, leſt darkneſs come upon you. 
It is but for a little miniſters can be uſeful; ere long 
they muſt ceaſe to preach, and you to hear. Thoſe 
porn of God who nw thow to you the way of 
ſalvation, 
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ſalvation, muſt in a while reſign their places; and the 
eye that now ſees them, muſt ſee them no more. Com- 
ply, then, with their wholeſome counſels, while yet 
you enjoy them, leſt you mourn at the laſt, and ſay, 
How have I hated inſtruction, and my ſoul deſpiſed 
reproof? I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtructed me, 

Second the labours of your miniſter, by private en- 
deavours, ſuitable to your ſeveral ſtations, for the good 
of ſouls. Train up your children in the way that they 
ſhould go, and encourage any ſerious impreſſions made 
upon them, When diſcipline is exercifed againſt open 
offenders, ſhow that the honour of God, and the hap- 
pineſs of precious ſouls, lie nearer your hearts than the 
eaſe and reputation of any man. The efficacy of 
church-cenſures will much depend on your conduct to- 
wards thoſe who fall under them. Have no company 
with ſuch, that they may be aſhamed : and if they will 
not hear the church, let them be to you as heathen men, 
and publicans. | 


And when you are allowed the neareſt acceſs to a 


throne of grace, and feel your hearts in the moſt de- 
vout and heavenly frame, wreſtle and make ſupplica- 
tion for your miniſter, that his own ſoul may proſper 
and be in health, that the preſence of God may accom- 
pany him in all his miniſtrations, and that when he 
plants and waters, God himſelf may give the increaſe. 
May his doctrine drop as the rain, and his ſpeech 
diſtil as the dew : And may the ſoul of every one of 


you be like a watered garden, and like a ſpring of wa- 
ter w waters fail not. 


C 


ra 2 3I8 7 $* 
o 44 55 


2 


* 
8 ' ww Tr I? 4 1 
2307 0 * 4 4 2 * 
8 r* 
õο e 57 


— 


was 


= 
- 
* 
= 
* 1 * 
Ll 
— 
1 
— 7c. Ls 
- „ 
. "_ * 
o 
f 
Ss 4 1 
* 0 — » i 


* 
5 1 
414 
4 
, - 
» * 
* * 


x > 


